
Andrew Meaders
Nashville, Tennessee

1841 – 193?

I would like to nominate Andrew Meaders to the TSTA Hall of Fame. He is totally
unknown to today’s Tennessee Shooters. He was born about 1841 in Kentucky, served in
the Civil War (I think on the Union side), was Chief to the Nashville Fire Department in
1884 and in the Fish and Ice Business in Nashville for many years. Andy was married
and the 1910 census shows that he had one child that had died. Much more research



needs to be done on Andrew however the information below shows that he was one of the
best known and maybe the most long lived shooters Tennessee has ever had. Thanks for
your consideration.

Bob Pierce

July 30th 1870 Shoot between Meaders and George Campbell of Muary Co, Meaders
won

Aug 5, 1871 Match between Meaders and John Brooks, Meaders won



June 1-3, 1882 Chicago Tournament

July 5-6 1882 Delavan Prairie IL



March 28, 1883



June 26-29, 1883 Cincinnati, Ohio



August 19-21, 1884 Bradford PA

September 8-11, 1884 Louisville, KY



October 10, 1884 Borgardus Record Broken by Meaders

Feb 10, 1885

Field and stream Volume 14 1909

On the evening of February 10th, 1885, there assembled at Rhode's gun store,
on St. Charles street, New Orleans, La., a company of sportsmen for the purpose
of forming a national gun association. The main idea was to draw all shooters,
field and trap, to membership therein. It was to be a cohesive body, yet working
in widely separate parts of the country for the advancement of field sports—
forming local shooting clubs and doing everything possible, individually and
collectively, to further the cause of game protection, and to bring about the
holding of an international tournament once or twice a year at various places in



the country, under the auspices of the association. It was a grand scheme, to
bring all the shooters in the United States together to work as a body in the
common cause of furthering good and true sportsmanship. Stock was sold at a
very nominal figure, giving holders all club advantages and a life membership in
the association. It was a beginning of trying to do what was accomplished years
later along the same lines, and it failed of its purpose because of a lack of club
and individual interest. The originators of the plan were working in good faith, and
sanguine that the association would fulfill its purpose. The Interstate Association
to-day is doing what the National Gun Association hoped to do, increasing the
number of shooters and sustaining local club interest in trap shooting.

There was a notable assemblage of sportsmen at Rhode's old store that February night.
Mr. Bloom, president of the Ligowsky Clay Pigeon Company, Cincinnati, presided. Of
the men present I remember C. M. Stark, Concord, N. H.; Frank Chamberlin, the inventor
of the Chamberlin cartridge-loading machine; Colonel Cody ("Buffalo Bill"); Dr. Carver;
William Perry, Worcester, Mass.; Capt. A. H. Bogardus; Andy Meaders, Nashville,
Tenn.; George Ligowsky, inventor of the Ligowsky clay pigeon and trap; and Al Bandle,
of Cincinnati. Others I cannot recall just at this moment. I do not remember how long the
National Gun Association held together—not more than a couple of years, I think. I heard
very little of it after the association's tournament, which opened the day following the
organization. However, this initial move caused sportsmen to wake up. It attracted the
attention of shooters towards club organization, and was undoubtedly the means of
building up shooting clubs in many parts of the country.

Feb 8-10, 1885



February 16, 1885

March 13, 1885



March 27, 1885

March 30, 1885

April 2, 1885

April 15, 1885



May 2, 1885

“Bogardus, the crack shot, was easily defeated
At Nashville, Tenn., Wednesday last by Captain
Andy Meaders of that city. The contest include-
ed the shooting of 200 clay pigeons single birds
of which Meaders shattered 184 and Bogardus
175. Bogrdus announced after the match was
Over that he considered Meaders the best shot in
World at single pigeons. Bogardus is 53 years
of age and Meaders is 40. In two years ------
Bogardus thinks his son Eugene will be able
to defeat any competitor”

May 13, 1885

June 11, 1885



March 31, 1886

April 7, 1886

July 23, 1886

Sept 30, 1886 Meaders breaks 100 Blue Rocks with Gun made in Chicago



Feb 22, 1887

March 18, 1887



1887
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From 1872 to 1885 wild pigeons were largely used in America for trapshooting,
being trapped on their feeding grounds and shipped to St. Louis or Cincinnati,
and from these cities the clubs throughout the country were supplied. These
birds, if well fed and cared for, were-very swift of wing and called forth the best
efforts of aim and steadiness. The last time I have any recollection or
memorandum of wild pigeons being used in the traps was at the match for the
American Field cup and a stake of $300, between Bogardus and Andy Meaders,
shot at St. Louis in 1887. It was stipulated that wild birds must be used, and great
difficulty was experienced in providing the 250 birds required. At last a small lot
were found in the Indian Territory, and from these 300 were sent to St. Louis.
The wild pigeon has disappeared—gone no one knows whither. He disappeared
suddenly and not after gradually increasing scarcity. The draft made on the



flights for market and trapshooting was but a small inroad on the original
numbers of pigeons and does not satisfactorily account for their disappearance.
The bird simply dropped out of sight in the course of two years or so. Vain efforts
have from time to time been made to locate the flights, but all failed. The passing
and disappearance of the American wild pigeon has been the subject of much
argument and speculation. Where could they have gone in their still countless
thousands as we last saw them? It is a mystery as yet unsolvable.

1895

11-5-1898





December 3, 1907



June 19, 1913 Meaders ties for Preliminary Hdc



November 1913 Sporting Life Mag



“During the recent Grand American Handicap in Chicago, Miss Lucille MEUSEL, seventeen years,
was one of the fairest of the fair competitors. She is pictured at the r ight. Captain Any
MEADERS (center), seventy-nine years, had the distinction of being one of the oldest shooters
entered. George Miller, nine years, was the "baby" competitor. Master George hails from
Brenton, Ala. He is shown at left.”

April 19, 1914



May 12, 1915



April 30, 1818



May 18, 1818



Andrew Meaders at the1929 Tennessee State Shoot


